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What are Finding Aids? 

Finding aids are narrative guides to archival collections created by the repository to describe the contents of 

the material. They often provide much more detailed information than can be found in individual catalog 

records. Contents of finding aids often include short biographies or histories, processing notes, information 

about the size, scope, and material types included in the collection, guidance on how to navigate the 

collection, and an index to box and folder contents.  

 

What are Legacy Finding Aids? 

The following document is a legacy finding aid – a guide which has not been updated recently. Information 

may be outdated, such as the Historical Society’s contact information or exact box numbers for contents’ 

location within the collection. Legacy finding aids are a product of their times; language and terms may not 

reflect the Historical Society’s commitment to culturally sensitive and anti-racist language. This guide is 

provided in “as is” condition for immediate use by the public. This file will be replaced with an updated 

version when available.  

 

To learn more, please 

Visit DCHistory.org 
Email the Kiplinger Research Library at Library@DCHistory.org (preferred) 

Call the Kiplinger Research Library at 202-516-1363 ext. 302 
 

 
 

 
The Historical Society of Washington, D.C., is a community-supported educational and research organization 

that collects, interprets, and shares the history of our nation’s capital. Founded in 1894, it serves a diverse 
audience through its collections, public programs, exhibits, and publications. 
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS FINDING AID 

Title: MS 0729 Asian American Arts and Media, Inc., records, 1979-2003 (bulk dates 

1979-1996) 

Processor: Anne McDonough 

Processed Date:  September 2015 

Asian American Arts and Media, Inc., (AAAM) was certified as a non-profit corporation 

in the District of Columbia in 1984, focusing on educating the public in and increasing 

appreciation of Asian American creative arts.  Activities of AAAM included promotions 

at the Asian Pacific American Heritage Festival, benefits for filmmakers Felicia Lowe 

and Arthur Dong, an annual Asian American film festival, Gold Mountain Radio Show, 

arts directory, the newsletter AAMPLITUDE (also, AAAMPLITUDE), and annual art 

gatherings.   

Scope and Content Note: The bulk of the collection comprises administrative records 

reflecting the activities of the AAAM. Some material, such as the incorporation 

documents for the Organization of Pan Asian American Women and the proposal and 

several transcripts for the Gold Mountain Radio Show on WPFW, predate the AAAM’s 

1984 certification. The collection is arranged in ten series, and is physically maintained in 

original order; the physical arrangement is roughly chronological, with records from 

various series intermingled throughout.  

Series I: AAAM Administrative Records, 1984-1987, 1991, 1996, 2003 

Series II: Circle of Friendship Project  

Series III: AAAM’s newsletter AAMPLITUDE 

Series IV: Organization of Pan Asian American Women  

Series V: Asian American Film Festival 1982-1996 and Asian American Arts 

Forum, 1986 

Series VI: Asian Pacific American Heritage Week 

Series VII: Gold Mountain Radio Show on WPFW 89.3 FM 

Series VIII: AAAM Events, 1987 
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 Series IX: AAAM Events 1988 

 Series X: Other Asian Pacific American Organizations 

 

Donor:  Wendy Lim, 2009.156 

 

Size:  1.6 cubic ft. (4 containers, 1 oversize folder) 

 

Access Restrictions: The collection is open for research. 

 

Use Restrictions: Some material may be copyrighted or restricted. It is the patron's 

obligation to determine and satisfy copyright or other case restrictions when publishing or 

otherwise distributing materials found in the collections. 

 

Separated Materials: This refers to items that were received as part of the collection and 

are stored separately from the manuscript collection. 

 

 Poster: (2) Circle of Friendship, 1992 

 Poster: (2) Asian American International Film Festival, 1984 

 Poster: (2) Asian American International Film Festival, 1986 

 Poster: (1) Images, 1990  

Container List 

 

Container 1: Folders 1-12 

Container 2: Folders 13-29 

Container 3: Folders 30-41 

Container 4: Folders 42-52 

 

See ms0729_ContainerList.pdf for the detailed listing [also included below] 
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